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I strongly believe in the power of teaching with humour and I often resort to jokes and games while teaching English (which is why, right from the very start, I fostered the ‘humour and games’ section of www.readytoteach.it)
Here follows an activity I did with 2 classes of freshers; I invited them to email me an Italian joke they liked with their own English version. I edited all the jokes and came up with a collection which I then showed in class, only in English, so as to make it more interesting; the class was surprised to find out how each contribution read.

During the slideshow the students volunteered to read each joke aloud, (which helped their reading and pronunciation skills) while some stories were acted out in a dialogue - everyone enjoyed this unconventional activity.

We then chose to include in the ‘ultimate collection’ only the most enjoyable jokes and the ones which worked both in Italian and English, while some ‘civilization tips’ were added where necessary.

A technologically skilled student created the slideshow.

The goals of such project are:

-to focus on grammar, language and cultural differences in an entertaining way;

-to realize how sense of humour, puns and jokes differ from country to country (in many cases you need to be careful and p c… Which is why we did not upload all of the jokes).

We hope

-to encourage students from other schools or countries to tell us about their own culture, creating a similar collection;

- to have provided a set of jokes also for students of Italian as a foreign language.

HAPPY READING!



To be continued…


